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that H.R. 930 provides a delicate balance of
greater Government efficiency, without com-
promising the integrity of its employees. I urge
my colleagues to join me in supporting the
Travel and Transportation Reform Act of 1998.
Our taxpayers and Government employees
deserve nothing less. Vote ‘‘YES’’ on H.R.
930.
f
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize and congratulate the Regional Workforce
Development Board for its service to the
greater New Haven community in Connecticut.
The backbone of any community is the rela-
tionship between businesses and residents.
For the past twenty years, the Board, which is
the Private Industry Council for greater New
Haven, has nurtured this relationship to ex-
pand the regional economy. The Regional
Workforce Development Board has served as
a liaison between the business community and
area residents, narrowing the gap between
employers’ needs and the skills of the region’s
potential and existing workforce.

With advancing technology rapidly changing
the business environment, employers face the
challenges of upgrading the skills of their
workforces. Employees must obtain the skills
needed by industry. The Board has imple-
mented a strategy that gives residents of
Greater New Haven essential skills, and cre-
ates a pool of qualified individuals available to
work.

The Regional Workforce Development
Board provides job training to thousands of
greater New Haven residents each year. It fo-
cuses on the entire community including sum-
mer youth job programs and special opportuni-
ties for the economically disadvantaged. The
contributions that the Board has made to the
New Haven community are remarkable. Its
work truly represents the heart and the spirit
of our community by ensuring that residents
and businesses grow together.

1998 marked three anniversaries for the
Board. It marked the twentieth anniversary of
the creation of private industry councils. Fif-
teen years ago, the council assumed respon-
sibility for overseeing federal employment and
training programs. And, the Private Industry
Council evolved into the Regional Workforce
Development Board five years ago.

By administering a variety of innovative fed-
eral and state job training programs, the Board
has filled a need for thousands of area resi-
dents and businesses. Businesses are helped
by ensuring that job applicants have the train-
ing they need. Employees are helped by re-
ceiving skill training so that they are employ-
able after downsizing or a layoff. Area resi-
dents have been trained to work in manufac-
turing, at hotels, and to develop the skills of
at-risk youth. They have assisted many fami-
lies in making the transition to the workforce
following passage of the welfare reform bill.

The Workforce Development Board has
made greater New Haven a far better place to

live and work. I am proud to honor the Board
for these accomplishments, and for all of the
work it has done to help our region’s work-
force, businesses and community.
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I rise today to pay a very special
tribute to an outstanding organization from
Ohio’s Fifth Congressional District. This year,
Brown’s Bakery, in Defiance, Ohio, is celebrat-
ing a milestone achievement. 1998 marks the
One Hundred Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of op-
erations for Brown’s Bakery.

Brown’s Bakery has been a mainstay of the
Defiance community for more than a century.
Brown’s Bakery is much more than just an
employer for the area. Brown’s has been and
continues to be part of a close-knit family in
and around Defiance. Brown’s Bakery is an in-
valuable partner to Defiance and all those liv-
ing in the community.

Mr. Speaker, Brown’s Bakery embodies the
spirit of enterprise that we hear so much
about. Beginning in the early 1870’s, Brown’s
Bakery started a long lasting tradition by mak-
ing some of the finest baked goods and prod-
ucts found anywhere in Northwest Ohio. For
more than one hundred twenty-five years, the
Brown family has worked diligently to ensure
that the vision set by Reinhard and Emilie
Curdes Brown is continued.

Throughout its long and rich tradition,
Brown’s Bakery has been committed to the
Defiance community. Again and again,
Brown’s Bakery has shown its dedication
through support of various groups and organi-
zations. Whether it is assisting Defiance High
School with its football stadium, local groups
like the United Way or Boy and Girl Scouts of
America, or its forty-year sponsorship of
Bunny League baseball, Brown’s Bakery is al-
ways there willing to lend a helping hand.

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure for me to rec-
ognize Brown’s Bakery on the special occa-
sion of its One Hundred Twenty-Fifth Anniver-
sary Celebration. The Brown family and all
those associated with Brown’s Bakery truly
embody the spirit of entrepreneurship, enter-
prise, and community-minded support and
dedication. I would urge my colleagues to
stand and join me in this special tribute, and
in wishing them continued success in the fu-
ture.
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to pay tribute to a very unique Member of this
body. Congresswoman JANE HARMAN is leav-

ing the House, and while we will miss her
presence and service, we can’t help but share
in her excitement as she moves on.

Most of us know her as our friend JANE. But
many in Washington call her GI Jane, and for
good reason. This is the woman who makes
it through the Army physical training test with-
out breaking a sweat, and supports our mili-
tary women and men without missing a beat.

I’ll always remember how JANE forced this
body to recognize that the women of our Na-
tion’s armed services should be rewarded, not
punished, for their bravery and service. Yet
when some in our Congress sought to limit
their right to control their own bodies, JANE
was always there to speak out for our women
soldiers.

And JANE was always there when her dis-
trict needed her. She saved jobs, protected
her district’s military base and worked to make
our Federal Government accountable to its
people. Mrs. HARMAN has been an especially
indefatigable advocate for her native State of
California.

We’ll certainly miss Congresswoman HAR-
MAN. But we have to realize that GI Jane has
bigger and better things waiting to be ex-
plored, and she has another name as well:
Mom. So JANE, as you return to your family,
and to the life that awaits you after Congress,
take with you the memories of your service in
the House of Representatives. California—and
Congress—is better for your time here.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
the memory of Thomas Coury, a kindhearted
man that dedicated his life to enhancing the
well-being of others.

Born in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, Thomas
Coury came to the Greater Cleveland area in
1958, along with his three brothers, in re-
sponse to the need for concrete pouring. With-
in one year, Thomas and his three brothers
established the Concrete Wall Company and
began pouring foundations for homes all over
Brook Park.

With an innate ability to care for others and
a passion to reach out, Thomas and his broth-
ers established Aristocrat Health Care. There,
Thomas began his lifelong career in elderly
care, converting schools, motels and other
buildings into nursing and retirement homes.
Through years of experience and develop-
ment, Thomas and his brother have expanded
Aristocrat Health Care into a multi-operational
business. Stretching services throughout Cuy-
ahoga and Lorain County extending into Flor-
ida.

Outside of the business sector Thomas
Coury was a man of vision, and dedicated
much of his time to civic and political affairs.
Striving for our youth to succeed, Thomas
helped many young people higher their edu-
cation and set endowment funds at area
Catholic Schools. In addition to helping the
youth, Thomas was a leader in the community
as well. In 1995, Thomas accompanied Presi-
dent Clinton and Hillary Rodman Clinton on
Air Force One to Jordan for the signing of a
historic Middle East peace accord.
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